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of the Department of Transportation, which
covers fiscal year 1993.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 1, 1995.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Department of Energy
March 1, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of

section 657 of the Department of Energy Or-
ganization Act (Public Law 95–91; 42 U.S.C.
7267), I transmit herewith the 13th Annual
Report of the Department of Energy, which
covers the years 1992 and 1993.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 1, 1995.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Somalia
March 1, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On February 27, 1995, at approximately

3:00 p.m. e.s.t., 1,800 combat-equipped U.S.
Armed Forces personnel began deployment
into Mogadishu, Somalia, to assist in the
withdrawal of U.N. forces assigned to the
United Nations Operation in Somalia
(UNOSOM II). The U.S. forces were accom-
panied by approximately 500 Italian marines.
A total of 14,000 multinational personnel are
participating in this operation. The U.S.
forces include the USS Essex Amphibious
Readiness Group, the USS Belleau Wood,
the Special Marine Air-to-Ground Task
Force, and Special Operations forces includ-
ing four AC–130 gunships.

The U.S. Armed Forces entered Somalia
in December 1992, pursuant to United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 794, with
the mission of establishing a secure environ-
ment for humanitarian relief operations.
Upon completion of this mission in 1993, re-
sponsibility for maintaining the environment
created by the U.S.-led operation was trans-

ferred to UNOSOM II. Almost all U.S. mili-
tary forces were withdrawn from Somalia on
March 31, 1994, and the few remaining U.S.
forces were subsequently withdrawn on Sep-
tember 15, 1994.

The U.S. forces have returned to Somalia
to support the U.N. withdrawal as part of
the U.S. long-standing commitment to U.N.
humanitarian efforts in Somalia. The with-
drawal operation is a coalition effort consist-
ing of forces from Italy, the United Kingdom,
France, Pakistan, Malaysia, Bangladesh, and
the United States. We do not intend that U.S.
Armed Forces deployed to Somalia become
involved in hostilities. Nonetheless, these
forces are equipped and ready to take such
measures as may be needed to accomplish
their mission and defend themselves, if nec-
essary; they also will have the support of any
additional U.S. Armed Forces necessary to
ensure their safety and the accomplishment
of their mission. It is my intention that this
will be an operation of short duration whose
only purpose is to assist in the withdrawal
of UNOSOM II forces.

Over the course of the U.N. operations in
Somalia, various items of U.S. equipment
(helicopters, tanks, and armored personnel
carriers) were leased to the United Nations
to support operations in Somalia. It is our
intention to assist the United Nations in with-
drawing this equipment, to prevent its falling
into the hands of those who might use it to
cause further harm to the Somali people.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I remain committed to ensuring that the
Congress is kept fully informed regarding
significant employments of the U.S. Armed
Forces. Accordingly, and consistent with the
War Powers Resolution, I am providing this
report on the U.S. military actions described
above. I appreciate your continued support
as we complete this operation.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.
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Remarks to the Nixon Center for
Peace and Freedom Policy
Conference
March 1, 1995

To Tricia and John Taylor and all the peo-
ple from the Nixon Center; our distinguished
guests from Germany and from Russia; of
course, to Henry Kissinger—I was thinking
when he said we both spoke with accents,
judging from the results of the last election,
his native country is still claiming him more
than mine is claiming me. [Laughter] But I’m
a big one for reconciliation—[laughter]—and
there’s plenty of time to achieve it.

I am honored to be here tonight. Just a
month before he passed away, President
Nixon wrote me the last letter I received
from him about his last trip to Russia. I told
some people at the time that it was the best
piece of foreign policy writing I had received,
which angered my staff but happened to be
the truth. [Laughter] And as with all of our
correspondence and conversations, I was
struck by the rigor of his analysis, the energy
of his convictions, and the wisdom of the
practical suggestions that he made to me.

But more than the specifics of the letter,
which basically argued for the imperative of
the United States continuing to support polit-
ical and economic reform in Russia, I was
moved by the letter’s larger message, a mes-
sage that ran throughout Richard Nixon’s en-
tire public life and all of his prolific writings.
President Nixon believed deeply that the
United States simply could not be strong at
home unless we were strong and prepared
to lead abroad.

And that made a big impression on me.
When I was running for President in 1992,
even though there was this little sticker up
on the wall of my campaign headquarters
that said, ‘‘It’s the economy, stupid,’’ I always
said in every speech that we had to have two
objectives. We had to restore the American
dream for all of our people, but we also had
to make sure that we move into the next cen-
tury still the strongest nation in the world,
and the world’s greatest force for peace and
freedom and democracy.

Tonight I want to talk about the vital tradi-
tion of American leadership and our respon-
sibilities, those which Henry Kissinger men-

tioned and those which President Nixon rec-
ognized so well. Our mission especially I
want to discuss: to reduce the threat of nu-
clear weapons.

Today if we are going to be strong at home
and lead abroad, we have to overcome what
we all recognize I think is a dangerous and
growing temptation here in our own land to
focus solely on the problems we face here
in America. I want to focus on the problems
we face here in America. I’ve tried to do it
for the last 2 years. I look forward to working
with this new Republican-led Congress in the
next 2. But not solely.

There is a struggle now going on between
those of us who want to carry on the tradition
of American leadership and those who would
advocate a new form of American isolation-
ism. A struggle which cuts curiously across
both party and ideological lines. If we’re
going to continue to improve the security and
prosperity of all our people, then the tradi-
tion of American leadership must prevail.

We live in a moment of hope. We all know
that. The implosion of communism and the
explosion of the global economy have
brought new freedoms to countries on every
continent. Free markets are on the rise. De-
mocracy is ascendant. The slogan says, ‘‘after
victory.’’ Today, more than ever before, peo-
ple across the globe do have the opportunity
to reach their God-given potential. And be-
cause they do, Americans have new opportu-
nities to reach theirs as well.

At the same time, the post-cold-war world
has revealed a whole web of problems that
defy quick or painless solutions: aggression
of rogue states, transnational threats like
overpopulation and environmental degrada-
tion, terrible ethnic conflicts and economic
dislocation. But at the heart of all these com-
plex challenges, I believe, lies an age-old bat-
tle for power over human lives, the battle
between the forces of freedom and tyranny,
tolerance and repression, hope and fear. The
same idea that was under attack by fascism
and then by communism remains under at-
tack today in different ways all across the
world, the idea of the open society of free
people.

American leadership is necessary for the
tide of history to keep running our way, and
for our children to have the future they de-
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